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Although this review of Pygmalion in the Classroom." an experimental study of the 
effect of positive teacher expectations on the intellectual development of their, 
disadvantaged students. generaBy affirms the findings of the experiment, it points out 
that (1) since the average improvement of the experimental elementary school cNdren 
was strongly associated with the improvement of the control chddren m the same 
classroom, the unit of analysis should have been the average inteBectual gain of tl^ 
cMdren m the classroom as a whole rather than the gam of the individual ch«1d.and (2) 
m presenting their findings the experimenters suggested only the probable stabAty of 
ther results but did not account for the apparent magnitude of thar variables in the 
total context of their research. The review also speculates about how the teachers 
fulfled the prophecy that positive expectations would increase student intelectual 
gains, particularly how they may have interpreted ambiguous events to confirm their 
positive attitudes and how increases in thar interpersonal warmth may have lead to 
superior student perf<xmance.(EF) 
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